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Kluesner, Dave [kluesner.dave@epa.gov]

2/9/2023 6:45:22 PM

Garcia, Lisa [Garcia.Lisa@epa.gov]; Glenn, Olivia [Glenn.Olivia@epa.gov]; Mugdan, Walter
[Mugdan.Walter@epa.gov]; Evangelista, Pat [Evangelista.Pat@epa.gov]; Mears, Mary [Mears.Mary@epa.gov]
Parker, Philip [Parker.Philip@epa.gov]; Mehta-Sampath, Ameesha (she/her/hers) [Mehta-
Sampath.Ameesha@epa.gov]

FW: EPA Conditionally Approves Plans to Remove Dangerous Chemicals from Refinery on St. Croix

News Release_EPA Conditionally Approves Plans to Remove Dangerous Chemicals from Refinery on St. Croix_.pdf

As an FYl, see Jane Williams’ question below. | responded back that we will walk through the projected
schedule at the community meeting on 2/15. CEEJT and | will collect questions from the NGOs in advance so
that we can better prepare. We will also work with them on agenda items.

David W. Kluesner

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Northeast & Caribbean Region
Director of Strategic Programs

Otfice of the

Regional Administrator

290 Broadway, 26 Floor
New York, NY 10007
212.637.3653 (Office)
347.330.9439 (Cell)

From: Jane WiIIiamsE Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) !

Sent: Thursday, February 09, 2023 12:19 PM

To: Kluesner, Dave <kluesner.dave@epa.gov>

Cc fgerard@chantvi.org: Elizabeth@neville.com: John Walker <iwalke@nrdc.org>; edavis@nrdc.org;

Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP)

' Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) {aaron. |sherwood@5|erraclub Org;i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) § jvaliulis@stxenvironmental.org;

jteelsimmonds@biologicaldiversity. org,i Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) i: mlyoko@blologlcaldlverS|ty.org,; Ex. 6 Personal Privacy (PP) |

EX.§ Personal Privacy {FF) ; judithaenck <""Ex_ 6 Personal Privacy (PP) | dbond@bennington.eduy;

(=)

T

Jose Rivera 4 Ex. 6Pefs°“a' Privacy (PP) ;- djames@stxfoundation.org; Jessica Lowe-Minor <jloweminor@stxfoundation.org>;

Mertzlufft, Caitlin E. (ATSDR/OAD/OCHHA <iwe5@cdc.gov>; Rivera Gonzalez, Luis (ATSDR/DCHI/EB) <lgx8@cdc.gov>;

tef9@cdc.gov;

Carlos, La Tanya <latanya.carlos@fema.dhs.gov>; Chinnery, Karimah <karimah.chinnery@fema.dhs.gov>;

Bane, Thomas <Thomas. Bane@cms hhs.gov>: Hodoh, Ofia { ATSDR/OAD/OCHHA) <WOV9@cdc.gov>; Graziano, Leah T.
(ATSDR/DCHI/EB) <lge2@cdc.gov>; EXx.6 Personal Privacy (PP) | parker, Philip <Parker.Philip@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: EPA Conditionally Approves Plans to Remove Dangerous Chemicals from Refinery on St. Croix

Dave,

Thank you for this notification. It appears that the chemicals will remain in place for another 5-6 months. Is there
anyway to shorten this timetable?

Cordially,



Jane Williams, chair
Sierra Club
National Clean Air Team

Rosamond, California
661-256-2101

On Feb 9, 2023, at 8:46 AM, Kluesner, Dave <idussner.dave@ena.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon. EPA will issue the below news release momentarily. Later this afternoon, | will
send you a calendar invite to an EPA Community Update meeting to be held next week.
Additional information will be posted to EP&’s 5t Croix Refinery website later this afternoon. |
will send you a note when the website is updated. Thank you, and please let me know if you
have any questions.
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EPA Conditionally Approves Plans to Remove Dangerous Chemicals

from Refinery on St. Croix

EPA Will Oversee Work On-Site and Monitor Air Quality to Ensure People’s Safety
Contact: Elias Rodriguez, 212-637-3664, rodriguez elias@epa.gov

St. Croix, VI (February 9, 2023) — EPA has conditionally approved plans to safely remove
dangerous chemicals from systems at the refinery on St. Croix. These plans are part of a legally
binding agreement EPA entered into on Decamber % requiring Port Hamilton Refining and
Transportation LLLP {(PHRT) to remove anhydrous ammonia, liquified petroleum gas (LPG) and
amine solutions that currently pose risks at the facility. EPA will oversee the work, which will
begin with preparation work starting this month. Repairs to the ammonia system are scheduled
to begin in early March, and chemical removal is scheduled to begin in early April and expected
to be complete sometime this summer.

“This is a critical step forward in safely removing harmful chemicals from the facility and away
from the community and workers,” said EPA Regional Administrator Lisa F. Garcia. “EPA will be
there every step of the way, providing oversight of the safe removal to ensure people’s
protection. We will provide the public with updates and make real-time air monitoring data
available to the community.”

EPA discussed, reviewed and approved the detailed plans for work associated with the
agreement that will begin with removal of ammonia. PHRT contractors will remove the
anhydrous ammonia by transferring the ammonia to specially designed shipping containers.
The contractors will then ship these containers off island for sale or proper disposal and will
purge and treat any remaining ammonia vapors from the system under closed conditions to
prevent vapors from escaping. EPA has approved the plan to remove the ammonia, which
provides PHRT, and contractors make repairs to the system before beginning the removal work.




After the ammonia removal work is complete, contractors will transfer the LPG into shipping
containers for shipment off-island for sale as useable product or for proper disposal, if
necessary. Contractors will depressurize any remaining hydrocarbon vapors in the containers
and in process equipment and piping and transfer it to a thermal oxidizer for destruction. The
contractors will use nitrogen to remove any residual hydrocarbon vapors from the system,
which will again be routed to the thermal oxidizer. EPA has approved the plan to remove the
LPG, on the condition that PHRT and its contractors apply for and comply with necessary air
permits from the Virgin Islands Department of Planning and Natural Resources (DPNR)
associated with the removal of the LPG.

To remove the amines, contractors will transfer the amine liquid containing hydrogen sulfide
into appropriate shipping containers that will be shipped off-island for sale or proper disposal.
EPA has approved the plan to remove the amine liquid, on the condition that PHRT and its
contractors accept EPA’s removal plan recommendations, make repairs to the system before
beginning the work, and apply for and comply with necessary air permits from DPNR associated
with the removal of the LPG.

Once liquids have been transferred from the amine units, the contractors will chemically clean
and rinse the equipment and purge all amine units with nitrogen gas until the system is free of
all residual amine, hydrogen sulfide and hydrocarbon.

EPA will oversee the work to remove the chemicals and will conduct around-the-clock air
monitoring to ensure people’s safety. EPA will display the real-time air monitoring results on a
website that will be linked from EPA’s refinary on 5t Crobc Website. The air monitors will
measure chemicals associated with the substances required by the order to be removed. EPA
will place air monitors at the refinery fence line and at locations within the nearby community.
EPA emergency response experts will also use handheld monitors to conduct air monitoring
within communities, as appropriate.

PHRT and its contractors developed the plans to remove chemicals after careful consideration
of multiple removal options and with input from EPA technical and legal experts. EPA has
already had experts on the ground for parts of the plan development, will oversee the work at
the facility, and will have emergency response experts working nearby through the duration of
the work. EPA will continue to coordinate closely with the government of the U.S. Virgin Islands
emergency management and environmental experts. The Yirgin Islands Territorial Emergeng
Manazement Azency (VITEMAY is the coordinating agency of the U.S. Virgin Islands for
emergency readiness and response.

EPA plans to host a community meeting in the coming weeks to discuss these plans. EPA has a
toll-free hotline at (866) 462-4789 for general inquiries and to report odors. Environmental
emergencies, such as spills and releases, should be reported to the National Response Center at
{800) 424-8802, which is staffed 24 hours a day by the U.S. Coast Guard. The public should call
911 for all life-threatening situations.
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